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Dr. Chris Wixson

syllabus
[The study of literature can provide us with] a clue to how we live, how we have been living, how we have been led to
Adrienne Rich
imagine ourselves, how our language has trapped as well as liberated us.

course philosophy
This course will consider how understandings of ourselves, our desires, other people, and meaning itself are
influenced by cultural notions of gender, race, and age. The syllabus is made up of texts that span genres and time
periods, and, among the authors, you may recognize some of the English course "usual suspects" (William
Shakespeare and Lorraine Hansberry, for instance) side by side with less familiar names (Patrick Marber, Jeanette
Winterson). Although not conceptualized as a survey, the course is reading and thinking intensive, necessitating a
commitment to class discussion (beyond merely showing up) and courageous consideration of ideas about the central
topics as well issues of art, interpretation, culture, existence, and desire. The format of each class will be relatively
fluid, changing with regard to the material, my ideas, and your interests. There will be a lot of discussion as well as the
occasional informal lecture. Remember this is not MY class but ours and should be understood as an ongoing
conversation. Because of the time constraints of the term, we will be spending time with shorter texts -- short stories
and plays - as well as one novel. The complexity of these texts in terms of language, style, and thematics makes this
course both reading and thinking intensive. It has a demanding assignment schedule that necessitates time and
planning in order to pass this course. Since 2009 involves a fair amount of writing, we will spend some time in class
talking about the organization and construction of strong interpretive arguments.

Learning Outcomes
1. To provide strategies for reading, viewing, and appreciating works of art for the insight they provide about
history and our own time, especially about issues of gender, race, and age.

2. To allow each member of the class to engage the significant issues and questions raised by the texts
through writing, performance, and class discussion.
3. To engage in reading and writing experiences about literature so as to establish a foundation for continued
social, cultural, intellectual, and aesthetic discovery and appreciation.

course texts
The Taming of the Shrew, William Shakespeare

"Theme for English B," Langston Hughes

"Hills Like White Elephants," Ernest Hemingway

The Passion, Jeanette Winterson

Closer, Patrick Marber

A Doll's House, Henrik Ibsen

Peter Pan, J.M. Barrie

Trifles, Susan Glaspell

A Raisin in the Sun, Lorraine Hansberry

Higher Learning, John Singleton

contact information
Dr. Chris Wixson

Coleman Hall 3871

Office Hours:

Assignments
*One short critical paper (4-6 pages). Writing and topic guidelines will be handed out in advance.
*Active, Engaged Participation in Discussion --- defined as TALKING productively.
*Two Hour Exams and a Final Exam

final grades
Your final grade in the course will be determined by your performance on the following assignments:
Short Critical Paper

25%

Two Hour Exams

40%

Final Exam

25%

In-class Writings/ Active Participation

10%

**You must complete all written assignments and exams to complete the course. Failure to complete any one of the
components represents incomplete work for the semester and anyone with incomplete work will not receive a passing
grade for the course.

attendance
Mandatory.
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I expect you to be in class awake and prepared every Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday morning. In
other words, arrive on time with your reading/writing assignment completed, prepared to participate in discussion.
Because so much in this course relies upon in-class work, absences and habitual lateness will adversely affect your
course performance. Attendance will be taken at each class session - you are allowed one unexcused absence
before your grade is negatively affected. After one, each unexcused absence will lower your participation grade by a
letter. Four unexcused absences will result in a "O" for participation. More than four unexcused absences will result in
a grade of no credit for the course. Habitual lateness (beyond once) will also affect your grade negatively since it is
disruptive and disrespectful. Please notify me by email if there is unexpected illness or an emergency that causes you
to miss class. Do not get in touch asking "for the assignment" or a "rundown of what you missed." My responsibilities
as an instructor lie with the students who do come to class. Excused absences are accompanied by appropriate legal
or medical documentation. Any unexcused absence will seriously undermine your success in this course.

class participation
Mandatory.

-~

A

£~

(jj

·•·-'

:~:.J

Think of our meetings as potluck conversations and activities; everyone simply must contribute. Participation in a
college-level course means careful, full preparation of the reading, frequent contributions to discussions, risk-taking in
writing and thinking. You should come to each session armed with observations, opinions, questions, and insights,
ready to take an active part in the ongoing dialogue about the course materials. In addition to your required writings,
what else you bring to share need not be written out but should refer to specific passages in the reading as the basis
for formulating a broader discussion topic or questions. Reading quizzes will happen relatively frequently to ensure
the quality of our discussions.

late papers
These are no fun for me to keep track of and only put you further behind. For each day beyond the scheduled due
date, late papers will be penalized a third of a letter grade. After a two days, I will no longer accept the paper, and it
becomes a "O." Again, if you become ill or the victim of emergency circumstances, please email me as soon as
possible and stay in touch. Exams cannot be made up except as a result of extreme, excused circumstances.

cell phone and computer use
You may bring your computer to class with you, assuming that you use it in a scholarly and responsible fashion. This
means that you will only have applications and windows related to the current discussion open. You may not check
email, news, or box scores, surf the web, use chat applications, play games, or otherwise distract yourself and those
around you from the class conversation with your computer. You are likewise expected to use cell phones in a
responsible manner: turn them off when you come in to class. If you have an emergency for which you must be
available, you must discuss it with me beforehand and keep your phone on vibrate. Under no conditions are you
allowed to text message, take pictures or video (illegal in class), play games, or use the cell phone in any other
manner during class. The nature of our scholarly endeavor together necessitates mutual respect and dedicated
attention during the too short time we have to discuss these texts. Violating any of these policies will result in your
participation grade being lowered by a full letter grade for each violation.

academic integrity
Any paper with your name on it signifies that you are the author--that the wording and major ideas are yours, with
exceptions indicated by either quotation marks and/or citations. Plagiarism is the unacknowledged use
(appropriation and/or imitation) of others' materials (words and ideas). We will discuss how to avoid it. Evidence of
plagiarism will result in one or more of the following: a failing grade for the assignment, an F in the course, and a
report filed with the Student Standards Office.
**If you have a documented disability and wish to receive academic accommodations, please contact the Office of
Disability Services (581-6583) as soon as possible.
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Eng 2009: Race, Age, and Gender
Summer 2012

Dr. Chris Wixson

course calendar
**THIS SCHEDULE MAY CHANGE AT ANY TIME ACCORDING TO THE NEEDS AND DEMANDS OF THE CLASS. MAKE
SURE YOU ALWAYS BRING IT WITH YOU FOR MODIFICATION.

May

14

Introductory Comments/ Hughes' "Theme for English B" /
Hemingway's "Hills Like White Elephants"

June

15

Glaspell's "Trifles"/ Shakespeare's Taming of the Shrew Inductions and Act 1 /
Short Paper Due

16

Taming of the Shrew Acts 2-3

17

Taming of the Shrew Act 4-5

18

Ten Things I Hate About You / First Exam

21

Ibsen's A Doll's House

22

Barrie's Peter Pan

23

Hansberry's A Raisin in the Sun/ Writing Workshop

24

A Raisin in the Sun

25

Second Exam

28

NO CLASS - Happy Memorial Day!

29

Winterson's The Passion

30

The Passion

31

The Passion

1

The Passion

June

4

Marber's Closer

5

Closer

6

Closer (film)

7

Higher Learning (film)/ Critical Paper Due

8

Final Exam

English 2009 / Wixson
First Assignment
Requirements: Two FULL pages, typewritten Times 12 Font
Due Date: Tuesday, May 15th
Write one full page on EACH of the following topics:
Consider where we learn about definitions and expectations related to gender. Beyond observing their family, how do
young children learn about gender roles and rules? If an alien from another planet were to observe our culture, where
could that alien get information about our ideas about gender?
Describe an experience you have had (or friends have had) in which you were made aware of definitions or
expectations related to gender. How has the experience affected you? What gender norms were you taught by your
family? Have you ever had any conflicts with your parents over gender roles? If so, how did you resolve them? Are your
gender-related expectations today the same as those you had when you were a child?

For Tuesday's class, the following terms will be discussed. You may want to look over the list and see how you define
them and bring your thoughts to class.

Biological Sex
Gender
Social Construction
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Binary Opposition
Patriarchy
"Traditional" gender roles
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Theme for English B

(n) l)

The instructor said,
Go home and write
a page tonight.
And let that page come out of you-Then, it will be true.
I wonder if it's that simple?
I am twenty-two, colored, born in Winston-Salem.
I went to school there, then Durham, then here
to this college on the hill above Harlem.
I am the only colored student in my class.
The steps from the hill lead down into Harlem,
through a park, then I cross St. Nicholas,
Eighth Avenue, Seventh, and I come to the Y, ·
the Harlem Branch Y, where I take the elevator
up to my room, sit down, and write this page:
It's not easy to know what is true for you or me
at twenty-two, my age. But I guess I'm what
I feel and see and hear, Harlem, I hear you:
hear you, hear me--we two--you, me, talk on this page.
(I hear New York, too.) Me--who?
Well, I like to eat, sleep, drink, and be in love.
I like to work, read, learn, and understand life.
I like a pipe for a Christmas present,
or records--Bessie, bop, or Bach.
I guess being colored doesn't make me not like
the same things other folks like who are other races.
So will my page be colored that I write?
Being me, it will not be white.
But it will be
a part of you, instructor.
You are white-yet a part of me, as I am a part of you.
That's American.
Sometimes perhaps you don't want to be a part of me.
Nor do I often want to be a part of you.
But we are, that's true!
As I learn from you,
I guess you learn from me-although you're older--and white-and somewhat more free.
This is my page for English B.

Langston Hughes

